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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Georgia Gudykunst, President
Welcome to another great school year for you and your colleges.

It is my honor and privilege to serve as president of our NCCCRP.  And I am very fortunate to have the opportunity to serve with a fantastic group of individuals – the Executive Board, the Regional Directors, Editor of e-Parameters, and the JARCC Editorial Board.  I can already sense their enthusiasm and willingness to serve the NCCCRP.  I look forward to us working together – to build upon the foundation created by our predecessors – with the goal of enhancing the research and planning perspectives and functions within and for our community colleges. 

Special thanks go to past President Lois Alves and team who provided leadership for the NCCCRP last year.  We are indebted to you for your good work.

As NCCCRP President, my goals for 2006-7 are to build on the earlier progress through the following activities:

· Membership – continue to engage and increase the overall membership and the number of community colleges represented by NCCCRP.
· Knowledge Base – create the structures and processes necessary to fully implement a Knowledge Base on the NCCCRP web site.
· Planning – expand the emphasis on planning by continuing to explore collaborations with organizations (e.g., SCUP) and initiatives to enhance research and planning functions. 

Additionally, I would like us to enhance focus on two areas:

· Higher Education Landscape – actively scan and identify implications, and challenges and opportunities for addressing issues. 

· Institutional Effectiveness and Student Learning Outcomes – explore ways in which NCCCRP can help to support campus-based work in planning, research, and assessing institutional effectiveness and student learning.

With focused attention across the higher education landscape (e.g., changing demographics, Spellings Report, federal/state initiatives) and tying back to our institutions/planning cycles, we may better support decision makers in higher education and learning outcomes at our community colleges.  And, we can help shape our local communities and influence the larger national environment, by transforming data into information through analysis for use in decision making.   

Here are some ways I see us becoming more proactive.  One way is to propose presentations at annual meetings, such as AACC- our second year to do so with several of us planning to participate.  Another way is to invite new or focused perspectives to our NCCCRP publications -- e-Parameter and JARRC.  I have invited the Faculty Director from the Center for Teaching and Learning from one of the Maricopa Community Colleges to raise some provocative questions that link our local landscape with our research and planning.  I am asking the Board to follow up with recommendations regarding JARRC topics and themes, based on a call earlier this year to members asking what they would like to see included in future issues.  Also, it would be advantageous to identify 1 or 2 priorities for developing a white paper in 2007.  And I will be sending notes and mini-scans to the listserv to move forward on the above two areas, as well as an update from the November AACC meeting.  

Let us hear your thoughts and ideas by contacting any of the board members.  Thank you for your participation and continued support of NCCCRP. 

For more information about NCCCRP, go to:   http://www.ncccrp.org/
GUEST ARTICLE
Demographics, Teaching and Learning:  Getting beyond the numbers

Naomi Okumura Story, Ph.D., Maricopa Community Colleges

Faculty Director, Mesa Community College Center for Teaching and Learning

(currently reassigned as Special Assistant to the Chancellor)

Every semester most college institutional researchers diligently report our student demographics in numerous official reports to agencies, boards, and every group which expects accountability and due diligence. And, there is the marketing and public relations department who also proclaims college excellence and purpose via expressive graphical data presentations.

Yet, in classrooms and places on and off campuses, faculty members see students who are diverse individuals, but not as numbers on a report.  They interact with “Joe” or “Amy” who left the comfort of home, culture, and family to extend their educational needs in the city like the numerous students from the reservations up north.  Or, they attempt to engage Paul, Jenny, and Maria from gated communities with Juan, Maria C., and Mai from the Projects in a group learning experience.  And, the faculty members worry about whether they can cover all the course content in time, especially when 1/3-2/3 of their students work full-time jobs, miss or are not actively engaged in classes.   Yes, these are just everyday anecdotes.  However, when reports are provided about changing student demographics, the reality of everyday interactions with students are much more compelling in influencing change and enhancement about teaching and learning or not.

To defer to traditional venues such as faculty meetings, faculty development workshops, conferences, scholarly engagements and events have had limited effect on change in teaching and learning with diverse student populations.   The assumption that given the data and recommendations faculty will enhance instruction, curriculum and learning experiences is naively optimistic.  Recent rhetoric, such as “cultures of evidence,” “data-based decisions,” “minority majority,” “access,” “student success” or “ the balanced score cards,” have no meaning or will continue to be sound bits for politically-correct careerists.  Consequently, true and meaningful change will not occur at the most critical juncture of teaching and learning for our faculty “in the trenches” who see students every single day and as they create or refine courses or programs.  

What, then, can institutional researchers, faculty, and academic leaders do to work together appreciatively and productively to enhance teaching and learning, especially with the multiple challenges of our changing student demographics?  It is imperative that institutional researchers need to engage in more dialogues with faculty to move beyond the numbers to action and change.  By establishing stronger and more sustaining networks, they can actively be part of, not just influence substantive organizational transformation:  programs, services, infrastructure, curricula, teaching and learning, and academic support.        

NCCCRP MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER FOR 2006-07
It's time to renew your membership in the National Community College Council for Research and Planning (NCCCRP).  NCCCRP is the only professional group dedicated exclusively to improving two-year postsecondary education through research, planning and assessment. 

The benefits of NCCCRP membership are numerous.  The Journal of Applied Research in the Community College (JARCC), a semiannual publication serving the needs and interests of institutional researchers and planners, and e-Parameter, a quarterly newsletter highlighting organizational activities, are free to all members.  Members also have access to the NCCCRP listserv, which is both the primary delivery mechanism for NCCCRP information and a convenient way for members to solicit information and advice from their colleagues around the country.  NCCCRP is an affiliated council of the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) and is the organization that represents research and planning interests on the AACC’s Research Commission and Council of Affiliated Councils.  NCCCRP is also an affiliated group of the Association for Institutional Research (AIR), and holds its annual meeting, best paper presentation and professional recognition program at AIR Forum events.  

With your continued support, NCCCRP can better promote community college research, planning and assessment of learning outcome initiatives.  Please renew your membership by completing the following form and returning it to Dana Rosenberg, Membership Coordinator at the address provided on the form. Don’t forget to make your check payable to NCCCRP (no purchase orders please). 
NCCCRP depends on active members to keep research, planning and assessment issues at the forefront of the community college agenda. We encourage you to renew your membership today. Thank you for actively supporting NCCCRP.

Please complete the attached Membership and Areas of Expertise forms and return them to Dana Rosenberg at the address below.  Send the forms along with a check made payable to NCCCRP (please no P.O.’s).  Membership in NCCCRP runs from July 1 to June 30.  

NCCCRP's Federal Tax ID Number is 52-1110756
Membership Renewal (2006-2007)

____  Individual ($40.00 U.S. Funds annual membership fee)

Dr., Mr., Ms.

Title/Office

Institution

Address

___________________________  Zip + 4  

Telephone
(_____) ____________________
FAX  (_____) 

E-mail address       ___________________________

____  
Institutional ($100.00 U.S. Funds annual membership fee--up to 3 persons; add $20.00 for each additional individual)

Dr., Mr., Ms.

Title/Office

Institution

Address

____________________________  Zip + 4  

Telephone(_____) ____________________
FAX  (_____) ____________________

E-mail address
___________________________

Institutional Members Only:  Please use a separate sheet of paper to identify the names, titles, addresses, telephone, FAX, and e-mail information for other college staff who are covered by the institutional membership.

Mail your completed forms & check to:

Dana Rosenberg, NCCCRP Membership Coordinator

Director, Institutional Research and Planning




Heartland Community College




1500 W. Raab Road




Normal, IL 61761-9446




Phone:  (309) 268-8181
Fax:  (309)268-7994

NCCCRP Application

PLEASE COMPLETE ONE FORM PER MEMBER
Name  ______________________________________________________

Institution                                                                                                       _______

To facilitate networking, please indicate areas in which you have particular expertise and a desire to share your knowledge and experience with your colleagues.  This information will be included in the next NCCCRP Membership Directory.  Please indicate no more than three areas by placing a check in the appropriate boxes:

(    1. Accreditation/Self-Study Reports




(    2. 
Adult Education
(    3.
 Campus Climate/Diversity Studies
(    4.
 Cost Analysis/Other Fiscal Studies
(    5. Economic Impact Studies
(    6.
 Enrollment Forecasting/Management
(    7.
 Environmental Scanning
(    8. 
Facilities/Space Utilization
(    9.
 Faculty and Staff Issues
(  10.
 Focus Groups/Qualitative Research
(  11.
 Institutional Effectiveness, Accountability & Outcomes
(  12.
 Market Research - Demographic Analysis
(  13. Policy Analyses, Planning and Governance
(  14. Program Evaluation, Needs Assessment
(  15.
 Quality Improvement, TQM
(  16.
 Remedial/Developmental Education
(  17.
 Research Methods and Statistics 
(  18.
 Retention/Longitudinal Analysis
(  19. SAS
(  20. SPSS
(  21.
 Survey Research/Follow-up Studies
(  22.
 Transfer Studies/Articulation
__________________________________________________________

Please indicate if you are willing to serve on one or more of the following committees:

(  Best Paper Committee

(  Nominating Committee

(  Recognition Awards

(  Local Arrangements

(  Financial Audit Committee 

(  NCCCRP Website Management

Are you a current Association for Institutional Research (AIR) member?


(  Yes 
 (  No

THANK YOU!


e-Parameters is the official newsletter from NCCCRP.


Editor: Heping (Charles) Deng
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